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 UCL Centre for Developmental 
 Language Disorders 

 & Cognitive Neuroscience
WORKSHOP AT THE CENTRE FOR DEVELOPMENTAL LANGUAGE DISORDERS AND COGNITIVE NEUROSCIENCE
Word-learning in Children with Specific Language Impairment: Theory, Diagnosis and Intervention
Friday 16th June 2006

This one day workshop, organised by the Centre for Developmental Language Disorders and Cognitive Neuroscience, will explore the issues surrounding how children with Specific Language Impairment (SLI) learn words. The workshop will take place at the Chandler House, University College London, which houses the Centre for DLDCN. We have assembled an impressive international group of invited speakers. 

Issues to be addressed include how young typically developing children learn words; the word learning abilities of young children at risk of SLI; how impairments in the acquisition of the phonology, morphology, semantics and syntax affect word knowledge; the acquisition of concepts by children with SLI; and the diagnosis and therapy of children with word-learning difficulties. A poster session will broaden the issues to include word-learning in typically developing children and in populations that overlap with the SLI population: dyslexia, ADHD, ASD, Down’s syndrome etc. 
As one of the principle aims of this workshop is to strengthen the connection between theories of word learning in SLI and diagnosis/therapy, we particularly welcome the participation of clinical specialists.
Programme
9:00 – 9:30

Registration

9:30 – 9:45
Chloe Marshall (Centre for DLDCN, UCL, UK) – 

Introduction

9:45 – 10:45
George Hollich (Purdue University, USA) – 

“Word-learning from the earliest stages of typical development”
10:45 – 11:15 
Tea, coffee and biscuits

11:15 – 12:00
Barbara Hoehle (Potsdam University, Germany) – 

“Indicators of SLI in early word processing: Data from a long-term follow-up study with German children”

12:00 – 12:45
Heather van der Lely (Centre for DLDCN, UCL, UK) –
“Novel noun interpretation in typically developing and Grammatical-SLI children: interactions between ontological and grammatical knowledge”
12:45 – 2:00

Finger food buffet and poster session

2:00 – 2:15
Catherine Bray (Meath School, Ottershaw, UK) – 

“A multi-sensory approach to word-learning at Meath School”

2:15 – 2:45
Nick Riches (Guy’s Hospital, London, UK) – 

“Helping children with SLI to remember words: the role of frequency and spacing”
2:45 – 3:15
Marysia Nash (Royal Hospital for Sick Children, Edinburgh, UK) – 

“Word learning in children with vocabulary deficits: pointers for intervention”
3:15 – 3:45
Natalie Munro (University of Sydney, Australia) – 

“Learning about word learning in children with and without SLI”

3:45 – 4:15

Tea, coffee and cakes

4:15 – 5:00
Sabine Weinert (Bamberg University, Germany) – 

“Naming and categorization in children with SLI”

5:00 – 5:30
Susan Ebbels (Moor House School, Hurst Green, UK) – 

Discussion and summing up

5:30 – 6:30

Wine reception at the Centre for DLDCN

Attendance at this workshop is free!

This includes morning and afternoon refreshments, a finger buffet lunch, a wine reception, and a handbook with abstracts of the talks and posters. However, spaces are limited, and we anticipate a full attendance. To reserve your place, which will be allocated strictly on a first-come, first-served basis, please fill in the accompanying booking form. 
And finally, please pass this information on to any of your colleagues who you feel might be interested in attending. Thank you!
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